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FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION
Female genital mutilation (FGM), sometimes annotated as female genital cutting or female
circumcision, is described by the World Health Organization (WHO) as comprising “all procedures
that involve partial or total removal of the external female genitals, or other injury to the female
genital organs for non-medical reasons” (1,2). Although these procedures are more commonly
performed in Africa, the Middle East, and Asia, it is estimated that more than 513,000 girls and
women in the U.S. have experienced or are at risk of FGM (3,4). Women may arrive in the U.S.
having already had the procedure performed, but there are reports of these procedures being
performed in immigrant populations by traditional practitioners, or girls being sent to the family’s
home country to have the procedures performed.
Female genital mutilation is internationally recognized as a human rights violation and is
considered an extreme form of discrimination against women (1,2). According to U.S. federal law
(18 U.S. Code § 116), it is illegal to perform FGM in the U.S. on anyone under the age of 18 years;
it is also illegal to knowingly transport a girl out of the U.S. for the purpose of having FGM
performed. Many state laws also prohibit FGM on minors, and some states prohibit the practice
on adult women. The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists condemns the
practice of FGM and supports all efforts to eliminate the practice of FGM in the U.S. as well as
internationally. This position is aligned with those of the World Health Organization, the American
Medical Association, and the American Academy of Family Physicians (1,2,5,6).
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