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GUN VIOLENCE AND SAFETY
The impact of gun violence on the health and safety of women is of great concern to obstetrician–
gynecologists. Women disproportionately experience intimate partner violence, and the presence of
firearms within those relationships is a key risk factor for intimate partner homicide. Homicide is the
second leading cause of injury-related deaths among pregnant and postpartum women, and the
majority of these homicides are carried out with firearmsi.
Women in the U.S. who are killed by an intimate partner are more likely to be killed with guns than by
all other methods combinedii. Access to firearms increases the risk of intimate partner homicide more
than five times compared to cases where there are no weaponsiii. Women are twice as likely to be shot
and killed by an intimate partner as they are to be murdered by a stranger using any type of weapon iv.
The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists supports an evidence-based, public health
approach to gun violence that emphasizes education, prevention, and safety. To this end, ACOG:
1. Recommends routine screening for intimate partner violencev
2. Recommends periodic injury prevention evaluation and counseling regarding firearmsvi
3. Opposes governmental restrictions or requirements dictating the content of physician/patient
counseling regarding firearms vii
4. Encourages the appropriate federal and state agencies to support and fund research,
surveillance activities, public education, and anti-violence initiatives that recognize and address
the role of intimate partner violence and firearms in the health and safety of women
5. Supports laws or regulations limiting the purchase and ownership of firearms by individuals with
emergency, temporary, or permanent protective or restraining orders or those with intimate
partner violence and/or stalking convictions
6. Encourages improved access to mental health care and services
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