Advisory Council Meeting - Minutes
ACOG, District IX
Saturday, March 18, 2006
Santa Barbara, California
I.

Call to order
a. The meeting was called to order at 9:05 a.m. by Dr Gamberdella

II.

Roll Call
The following members were present:
Frank Gamberdella
Albert Strunk
Jeanne Conry
Rene Allen
Laurie Gregg
Kelly McCue
Dane Shipp
Laura Sirott
Katherine Gregory
Gail Newel
Jeffrey Richardson
Dan Lickness
Sharon Winer
Dennis Buchanan
Philip Diamond
William Khieu
Ruth Haskins
Dane Shipp
Susanne Ramos
Chrysten Cunningham
Staff:
Margaret Merritt, Shannon Smith-Crowley, Diana Cowan

III.

Strategic Planning Meeting
a. Debra Lambert facilitated meeting from 9:30 am – 2:00 pm
b. See attached report

IV.

Advisory Council Meeting
The Strategic Planning meeting closed and the business of the Advisory Council
Meeting began at 2:20 p.m.

V.

Approval of Minutes
a. The minutes were approved without revisions

VI.

Chairman’s Report: Dr Frank Gamberdella
a. Introduced national officer, Dr. Albert Strunk, new executive committee officers,
section officers and staff.
b. Section 1 Chair, Dr. Kelly McCue, will change her status to “acting chair.”
c. National Executive Board Meeting, Washington, DC, February 10-12, 2006
Discussion regarding compensation for officers and IRS intermediate sanctions
and the College’s 503c status as a nonprofit organization require careful
evaluation of compensation was discussed.
d. Green Journal is the most widely read paper in the Ob/Gyn specialty.
e. The Maternal Fetal Medicine Foundation on Nuchal Translucency Education and
Quality Review Program was discussed. Since February 2005, 1,700 physicians
and ultrasonographers have registered for qualification. The fee to take the test for
credentialing ranges from $1000-$2000. Measurement is difficult. Dr. Winer
brought up the issue of ultrasonographers and that their qualification for this is a
medical nightmare.
f. Legislation has been introduced across the country aimed at impeding stem cell
research. Several wrongful death suits involving the inadvertent destruction of
embryos have been reported. Dr. Allen announced that the University of
Southern California will have a stem cell research department that will be based
in San Francisco.
g. The Society of Gynecologic Oncologists is working with Center for Disease
Control to promote strategies for HPV/DNA testing and cytology screening for
early detection of cervical cancer. Experts in HPV/DNA are Walter Kinny, MD
re: HPV, Juan Felix, MD, and Dr. Sawaya at UCSF.
h. PhRMA guidelines were discussed regarding direct advertising to consumers.
Issue at hand is that this direct advertising is deceiving because these drugs are
not on the formulary. Dr. Conry states that there is very little interplay between
medical and surgical oncologists, but that OB/Gyns share work with Oncologists.
Dr. Richardson believes that the lack of interplay between medical and surgical
oncologists is a big mistake and that the discrepancy between what occurs in
academia and what actually happens in practice is something that should be
brought up at the next national Executive Board Meeting.
i. A lot of unanswered questions remain regarding Pay for Performance. This topic
will be discussed in further detail at the ACM in May 2006.
j. Medical student mixers are having impact on creating renewed interest in
specialty – high priority across the nation; students invited to labor/delivery allow
them to relate to faculty and residents.
k. Liability and health costs still on agenda, doctors are receiving lower Medicare
rates keeps the status quo.
l. Secretary and Treasurer will be elected rather than appointed after the ACM in
May 2006. Dr. Richardson suggests that we identify a treasurer before the

VII.

leadership change and allow him/her to sit in on budgeting meetings etc. as a
training tool.
National ACOG Report: Dr. Albert Strunk
a. Pay for Performance and the way it limits governmental spending and HR3617 –
ACOG watching closely.
b. ACOG Government Relations Committee 2006 priorities include:
Accomplish Medical Liability Reform, Adequate Medicare Physician Payments,
Careful Implementation of Pay for Performance, Guarantee Safe Motherhood and
Research Funding, High Quality Ob-Gyn Imaging Services, Preserve
Reproductive Health Care, Protect Medicaid Coverage, Uninsured Coverage.
c. Offered to answer any questions regarding his report

VIII. Treasurers Report: Dr. Jeffrey Richardson
a. Statement of Financial Position document for year ending 2005.
b. General Operations Budget for years ending 2006, 2005, 2004 and 2003.
c. Reported on District III, IV and IX Joint Meeting 2005 (ADM).
d. Dues, grants and interest from our reserves are sources of income.
e. Our return on investments has increased – Smith Barney doing a great job
f. Recruitment of new fellows is important financial resource.
g. New policies: reimbursement will have a cap, schedule flights ahead of time,
travel expense voucher must be submitted to District IX within 60 days of
meeting. The District office will send a letter of reminder to those that fail to
submit in a timely manner.
h. Legislation with a mandate should be opposed.
IX.

Secretary’s Report: Dr. Laurie Gregg
a. Gave summary of her report on California Medical Board activities and decisions:
1. Division of Licensing processed an average of 567 license application a
month.
2. Average processing time for a new physician license in CA is 73 business days
3. Special Programs Task Force is revising and approving special program
applications.
4. Public Education Committee is looking into a law from another state that
allows victims to make an impact statement before the board determines the
appropriate discipline for a physician.
5. Midwifery Committee is seeking legislation to establish a Midwifery Advisory
Council.
6. International Medical Education voted to seek authority to permit the division
to re-evaluate international medical schools previously approved.
7. Medical Board’s Diversion Program had 365 participating physicians in FY
2004-2005.
8. Medical Board has been charged with making a recommendation for
restructuring itself.

X.

Junior Fellows Report: Dr. Rene Allen
a. Essay contest was successful (subject: What My Mentor Means to Me).
b. USC and UCI mixers went very well.
c. Wyeth Resident Reporter – working on obtaining attendees.
d. Shingo Exchange program received by the Junior Fellows with great enthusiasm.

e. Discussed redistricting issues.
f. Dr. Van Dis has updated website and seeks input.
g. Reported on attendance to JFCAC – major issues addressed were resident work
hours and CREOG survey.
h. Book drive for Katrina victims.
i. JF activities at ACM and ADM need more attention/focus.
j. Gibbons Award will be used for medical student mixers, not to send students to
ADM.
XI.

Business of Medicine Report: Dr. William Khieu
a. February BoM workshop was cancelled due to low registration.
b. New date for BoM workshop – June 10, 2006 in Los Angeles.
c. Workshop will address increasing revenue and asset management/preservation.

XII.

March of Dimes Report: Dr. Jeanne Conry
a. Preconception Care – High Priority.
b. Goal is to find every avenue to get information out.

XIII. Planned Parenthood
a. Dr. Gamberdella read Dr. Corlett’s letter and recommends that District IX asks
the College to send a letter to Planned Parenthood regarding after hours/follow-up
care.
b. Dr. Newel told the committee that she had worked on this issue for eight years
and feels that Planned Parenthood is not “playing ball.” She believes this is a
problem in every section.
c. Dr. Gregg feels that a letter is not enough. District IX needs to do more. She
informed the committee that PP doctors can be reported to the State Medical
Board for abandonment of their patients.
d. Discussed different approaches to resolve problem
e. Decide to write a letter of invitation to PP to meet privately, otherwise we will
report PP to SMB, or we will make these issues public, or we will take legislative
action.
f. Send letter to CA Medical Director and cc National Medical Director and all CA
Medical Directors
g. Margaret Merritt writes letter, Dr. Gregg edits, and Dr. Gamberdella and Dr.
Gregg sign.
XIV. Legislative Report: Dr. Ruth Haskins and Shannon Smith-Crowley, JD
1. Dr. Haskins and Shannon Smith-Crowley presented to Council all legislation
of interest and decisions were made regarding position/action to take on each.
XV.

Section Chair Reports
a. Section 1 Report: Dr. Kelly McCue
1. Doctors still struggling with hospitals regarding uncompensated emergency
room coverage
2. Discussed issue of how to proctor physicians for use of Davinci Robot
3. Need for adequate OB/Gyn training. It has been difficult for programs to

balance complicated Gyn with primary care requirements, also residency hour
restrictions affect skills and ability to do more complex Gyn surgery after
training.
b. Section 2 Report: Dr. Kathy Gregory
1. Medical student mixer with UCSF students was very successful
2. Discussed concern regarding compliance with quality measures, understanding
“pay for performance” guidelines, preserving MICRA and transitioning to
EMR
c. Section 3 Report: Dr. Gail Newel
1. No significant changes since October 2005 report
2. UCSF-Fresno – OB/Gyn residency program chair position filled by Conrad
Chao, MD.
3. Community Medical Centers is stabilizing financially under the new CEO.
d. Section 4 Report: Dr. Dan Lickness
1. Discussed key role ACOG plays in scientific and educational issues
2. technical bulletins and committee opinions very helpful in defining standard of
care issues and bringing a uniformity of patient care most physicians
concerned about local hospitals, regional issues rather than national issues
physicians concerned about malpractice reform and reimbursement
e. Section 5 Report: Dr. Sharon Winer
1. Had two successful mixers at USC and UCLA (40 in attendance) with 1st and
2nd year students.
f. Section 6 Report: Dr. Bruce Flamm (absent) - no report provided
g. Section 7 Report: Dr. Buchanan
1. UCI Medical Student Mixer put on by Dr. Allen and Dr. Haydon was very
successful.
2. New licensed Midwifery Birthing Center in his section. On their website they
suggest that their patients sign up for care at hospital which is one mile away.
h. Section 8 Report: Dr. Diana Hoppe and Dr. Chrysten Cunningham
1. CA Dialogue on Cancer will be June 1-2 at Marriott Hotel in San Diego.
2. UCSD’s Career Night was very successful.
3. Dr. Hoppe will participate in Medical Student Externship program through
UCSD School of Medicine.
4. Continued concern among hospital chairs/sections regarding reimbursement
rates and malpractice coverage.
Meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m., Saturday, March 18, 2006
Sunday, March 19, 2006
XVI. Call to order
a. The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Dr Gamberdella

XVII. Report: The Breastfeeding Advisory Committee: Dr. Ruth Haskins
a. The Breastfeeding Advisory Committee met on 12/1/05-12/2/05. Dr. Haskins
attended the meeting in Dr. York’s absence. The Committee was happy to have an
ACOG presence. There will be another meeting in June that Dr. York will attend.
XVIII. The Access through Primary Care Project: Demonstrating the Role of Advanced
Practice Clinicians in Expanding Early Pregnancy Care
A very lengthy and passionate discussion was had on this issue and was primarily
focused on ACOG, District IX’s participation on the Advisory Council. The Advisory
Council concluded that we should have an ACOG representative at the table. Dr.
Haskin’s nominated Dr. Conry to be the ACOG representative and also agreed to be the
alternate. A vote was taken 9-1 in favor of the above described decision.
XVIV. Legislation: Dr. Ruth Haskins
Final discussion on legislation was had.
Meeting was adjourned at 12:00, Sunday, March 19, 2006

